Call for proposals of exhibitions, workshops, portfolio work and events to be included in the programme of The Cooperative.

The Cooperative is a high visibility gallery space and artistic hub run for the duration of the Liverpool International Biennial, creating a platform on which the permanent, quality artist groups in Liverpool can showcase their practise, interests and influences to the international community. 

This is a ground-breaking initiative run by seven artists groups in Liverpool... Arena, Mercy, Red Wire, The Royal Standard, Jump Ship Rat, Sound Network and The Lost Soul & Stranger Service Station, and the most ambitious co-operative action of its kind in the city. Collectively we are taking over a disused shop in the heart of the city centre and installing an exhibition space, portfolio library and information centre for the duration of the festival.

Our aim is to produce the freshest, most vibrant and forward-thinking programme of the festival - and develop a base for contact with the wider arts community, bringing in more professional opportunities for practitioners resident in Liverpool.

To do this, obviously we need your input.  This is a request for proposals and ideas for our programme, and requests to be included in our library of artists portfolios. The plan is this.... 

We will be holding 10 exhibitions over the 10 weeks of the Biennial in our own Fastidious Gallery at The Cooperative's creative space in the city centre, alongside any number of talks, workshops, gigs, performances or anything in between.  Please let us know which particular weeks during the Biennial programme you will be able to hold your events, running from 16th September through to 28th November.
We have £100 to give to the successful applicants, to go towards materials, expenses etc, for each project. This is negotiable.

So, basically send us your ideas for

· week-long projects for the Fastidious Gallery exhibition space

· workshops, events, performances or projects that you would like to run at the space

· expressions of interest to house your portfolio in our portfolio library

· anything else you might like to use the space for

There is no theme, although we will be sympathetic to projects that exemplify the spirit of co-operative, collaborative and interdisciplinary work, and projects of a forward-thinking nature. Email us an outline of your project (no more than 200 words please) along with up to five images (jpegs please), or weblinks to andrewfoulds82@yahoo.co.uk
Deadline for submissions – Monday 9th August

Other questions about the space and The Cooperative initiative can be sent to nathan@mercyonline.co.uk
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